THE  LIGHT OF  DAY

no strong feeling of nationality without a certain
narrowness and unreasonableness. The philoso-
phers of Athens no doubt weakened the feeling
of nationality. They weakened the faith in the
nation's gods ; they had reference to universal
ends. A proud, intense, exclusive nation like the
I Idleness had a kind of faith in itself and in its
privileges and destiny, which, however conducive
to the growth and strength of the nation, could
not stand the light of reason and universal know-
ledge.

The wise skeptic also sees that faith or supersti-
tion, rather than reason, must be the guide of the
mass of mankind. What Strabo said nineteen cen-
turies ago still holds true.   " It is impossible," said
the old (keek, " to conduct women and the gross
multitude, and to render them holy, pious, and up-
right by the precepts of reason and philosophy;
Hupernlition or the fear of the gods must be called
in iu<L the influence of which is founded on fiction
or prodigies.   For the thunder of Jupiter, the aegis
of Minerva, the trident of Neptune, the torches and
muikes of the Furies, the spears of the gods adorned
with ivy, and the whole ancient theology are all
fables which the legislators who formed the political
constitution of states employ as bugbears to over-
awe the credulous and simple."

But from the point of view of the individual, of a
N well-balanced, well-ordered life, reason is the From the point
